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CAMPUS REOPENING
MODIF IED PROGRAMS AND SAFET Y PL AN FOR 2020-2021 SCHOOL YEAR

COVID-19 PANDEMIC RESPONSE



INTRODUCTION

The purpose of these protocols is to enable NOVA Academy to safeguard students, staff, 
and the community from the threat posed by COVID-19. This plan has the following goals:

Prevent the spread of COVID-19 and 
other infectious diseases in the 

community and on school campuses. 

Minimize the impact of all 
disruptions to the delivery of 

instruction and related services.

Communicate with all stakeholders 
on issues that could impact 
school/district operations.

As always, NOVA Academy remains committed to providing an academically rigorous, college-focused 
curriculum in a caring, family atmosphere. We look forward to a safe and productive school year!



PLANNING CONSIDERATIONS

The complete clinical picture 
regarding COVID-19 is not fully 

understood. Reported illnesses have 
ranged from mild to severe, 

including illness resulting in death. 
Older people and people with 

certain underlying health conditions 
are at greater risk of serious illness.

Transmission of the virus is believed 
to occur between people who are 

near each other (within 6 feet) and 
through the transfer of droplets 

transferred by coughs and sneezes.

Transmission may also be possible 
by touching an object with infected 
droplets on it and transferring it to 

the mouth, nose, or eyes.

People are thought to be most 
contagious when their symptoms 
are at their worst but there is also 
some possibility that the virus may 
be transmitted by people who are 

not symptomatic.

Symptoms manifest within 2 to 14 
days of exposure. 

There is no vaccine to protect 
against COVID-19 and no 

medications have been approved to 
treat it.

Non-medical containment measures 
(social distancing) will be an 

important means of slowing or 
limiting the spread of the disease 
until vaccinations are available.

Seasonal influenza and COVID-19 
have similar symptoms, which are 

likely to cause confusion and 
concern with parents, staff and 

students.



PREPARATIONS FOR 
CAMPUS 

REOPENING

Providing of disinfectants to all classes for schoolwide use and 
regular cleaning of classrooms between each class session

CDC-compliant safety masks required for all staff and 
recommended for students

Rearrangement of school facilities to optimize classroom and 
office placement for maximum safety

Installation of clear partitions between desks and sneeze guards 
in high-traffic workspaces 

Designation of separate entrances and exits to reduce crowds 
during arrivals/departures for students and staff

Purchase of wireless IR thermometer equipment for fever-symptom 
screening of arriving parties

Prohibiting of non-essential visitors to reduce number of individuals 
on-site



SCHOOLWIDE SAFETY PROTOCOLS

While on-site, all students and staff will be required to maintain the CDC-recommended physical distancing of 6 feet 
whenever possible.

All staff members will be required to wear a CDC-compliant face mask whenever 6-foot physical distancing is not possible. 

Staff will be encouraged to wear fingered gloves whenever handling shared equipment and provided with hand sanitizer 
for personal disinfecting if bare-handed use is required. Handwashing required by staff before food handling.

Employees required to remain home when exhibiting symptoms; advised of applicable pandemic-related absence options. 
Students must stay home and notify the school if symptomatic.

Use of virtual activities and events in lieu of field trips, student assemblies, special performances, school-wide parent 
meetings, and spirit nights, as possible.

All campus visits by appointment only.

Before entering campus, student and staff temperatures will be taken using a wireless infrared thermometer. If their 
temperature exceeds 100.4 F (38 C), they will be sent home. 



SAFE ON-SITE 
INSTRUCTION

Modified on-site 
class scheduling to 
regulate student 

movement on campus

Reduced 
class sizes

Physical distancing 
and/or separation in 

classrooms

Redesigned fitness 
program to eliminate 
high-risk communal 

settings

1-to-1 take-home 
Chromebooks 

assigned to students 
to prevent shared-
equipment virus 

transmission

Elimination of non-
essential paper-based 
materials; transition to 

primarily digital 
learning materials

Schoolwide 
commitment to family 

outreach and 
community 

communication

Designated COVID-19 
point of contact

In order to ensure a safe and secure environment for on-site instruction, NOVA 
Academy will implement pandemic safeguard procedures schoolwide, including, 
but not limited to:



LIMITING CLASS SIZE TO REDUCE 
RISK OF VIRUS EXPOSURE

Two major factors to be addressed in the modified schedule for on-campus classes: 
1) Students need to remain in small groups while observing the appropriate safety measures

2) Students need to remain with the same group for as long as feasible to reduce risk of viral transmission

To accomplish this, students will be divided among “Blue” and “Gold” cohorts.

Each cohort will attend on-site classes on their designated days and complete online classwork on their off-days.



CREATING SAFE 
CLASSROOMS

WHEN POSSIBLE, SPACES ONLY 
NEEDING TO ACCOMMODATE A 
SMALL NUMBER OF STUDENTS WILL 
ENSURE STUDENT AND TEACHER 
SAFETY BY MAINTAINING 6-FOOT 
PHYSICAL DISTANCING

FOR MOST CLASSROOMS, WHEREIN 
A GREATER NUMBER OF STUDENTS 
MUST BE ACCOMMODATED, 
PHYSICAL SEPARATION WILL BE 
ACHIEVED THROUGH TRANSPARENT 
PARTITIONS, ALLOWING FOR THE 
SAFE PLACEMENT OF STUDENTS IN 
CLOSER PROXIMITY 



REDESIGNING 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION

In order to provide a safe learning 
environment to our students and staff, NOVA 
Academy will reduce congregate-setting 
approaches for non-academic programs to the 
greatest extent possible.

Due to the number of students enrolling in 
Physical Education courses and the proximity 
required for their activities, all traditional P.E. 
programming will be suspended indefinitely.

This year, P.E. credit will be earned through 
NOVA Academy’s new online Health and 
Fitness electives program.



NEXT STEPS

Detailed procedural guidelines for campus 
health and safety protocols to be included in 

the 2020-21 staff and student handbooks

Installation of additional 
campus safety equipment 

and infrastructure

Adjustments to on-site class schedules and staff 
policies in accordance with local and state health 

and education officials’ finalized requirements

If you would like more information about safety measures being taken to protect your child, please call 
714-569-0948 and we will be happy to answer any questions you may have. Thank you for your support 

and patience as we all adapt to these changes.


